
History – Vocabulary Progression – Skills 

 EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

General Historian, history, long ago, 
past, present, future, now, 
then, remember, timeline, 
order 

Historian, history, long ago, 
past, present, future, now, 
then, remember, timeline, 
order 
Artefact, century, 
chronological order, living 
memory, memories, 
opinion, fact, source, 
interpret, enquire, enquiry 

Historian, history, long ago, 
past, present, future, now, 
then, remember, timeline, 
order 
Artefact, century, 
chronological order, living 
memory, memories, 
opinion, fact, source, 
interpret, enquire, enquiry 
Impact, research, evidence, 
experts, significant, recent, 
lifetime 

Historian, history, long ago, 
past, present, future, now, 
then, remember, timeline, 
order 
Artefact, century, 
chronological order, living 
memory, memories, 
opinion, fact, source, 
interpret, enquire, enquiry 
Impact, research, evidence, 
experts, significant, recent, 
lifetime 
Era, period, BCE (Before 
Common Era), CE 
(Common Era), BC (Before 
Christ), AD (Anno Domini), 
archaeologists / 
archaeology, pre-history, 
bias, excavate 

Historian, history, long ago, 
past, present, future, now, 
then, remember, timeline, 
order 
Artefact, century, 
chronological order, living 
memory, memories, 
opinion, fact, source, 
interpret, enquire, enquiry 
Impact, research, evidence, 
experts, significant, recent, 
lifetime 
Era, period, BCE (Before 
Common Era), CE 
(Common Era), BC (Before 
Christ), AD (Anno Domini), 
archaeologists / 
archaeology, pre-history, 
bias, excavate 
Impact, effects, 
consequences, change, 
continuity, cause, 
causation, infer, suggest, 
conclusion 

Historian, history, long ago, 
past, present, future, now, 
then, remember, timeline, 
order 
Artefact, century, 
chronological order, living 
memory, memories, 
opinion, fact, source, 
interpret, enquire, enquiry 
Impact, research, evidence, 
experts, significant, recent, 
lifetime 
Era, period, BCE (Before 
Common Era), CE 
(Common Era), BC (Before 
Christ), AD (Anno Domini), 
archaeologists / 
archaeology, pre-history, 
bias, excavate 
Impact, effects, 
consequences, change, 
continuity, cause, 
causation, infer, suggest, 
conclusion 
Primary source, primary 
evidence, secondary 
source, secondary 
evidence, reliable, extent 
of change, extent of 
continuity, evaluate, 
reliable, eye-witness, 
monarchy 

Historian, history, long ago, 
past, present, future, now, 
then, remember, timeline, 
order 
Artefact, century, 
chronological order, living 
memory, memories, 
opinion, fact, source, 
interpret, enquire, enquiry 
Impact, research, evidence, 
experts, significant, recent, 
lifetime 
Era, period, BCE (Before 
Common Era), CE 
(Common Era), BC (Before 
Christ), AD (Anno Domini), 
archaeologists / 
archaeology, pre-history, 
bias, excavate 
Impact, effects, 
consequences, change, 
continuity, cause, 
causation, infer, suggest, 
conclusion 
Primary source, primary 
evidence, secondary 
source, secondary 
evidence, reliable, extent 
of change, extent of 
continuity, evaluate, 
reliable, eye-witness, 
monarchy 
Legacy, ambiguous, 
consequences, omits, 
decade 

 

  



History – Vocabulary Coverage – Cornerstones linked topics 

EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

 Street Detectives 
landmark, man-made, thatch 

Tribal Tales 
AD, anthropologist, archaeologist, artefact, awl, barrow, BC, 
bronze, bronze age, burin, Celts, civilisation, curator, cursus, 
deity, druid, earthwork, excavation, fertilisation, flint, fort, 
geologist, harpoon, hunter-gatherer, Iron Age, monument, 

palaeontologist, prehistoric, preserved, source, Stone Age, tribe 

Peasants, Princes and Pestilence 
Banquet, Black Death, Canterbury Tales, chivalry, 

contaminate, Flagellants, heraldry, illuminated lettering, 
jousting, knight, medieval, Middle Ages, monastery, 

peasant, pestilence, serf, squire, timeline 

Superheroes 
Characteristics, conflict, costume, rescue, rules, villain 

Gods and Mortals 
Amphora, anoint, cavalry, conquer, decoy, deity, divine, hoplite, 
hydria, invasion, jury, kantharos, krater, kylix, labyrinth, legend, 

lekanis, marathon, minotaur, mortal, Pandora’s box papyrus, 
peltast, phalanx, psiloi, sceptre, skyphos, volute krater, warrior 

A child’s War 
Adolf Hitler, air raid, air raid shelter, air raid siren, Allied 

powers, Anderson shelter, Anne Frank, Axis powers, 
Battle of Britain, billeting officer, blackout, Blitz, 

concentration camp, D-Day, evacuate, evacuees, gas 
mask, Holocaust, Morrison shelter, Nazi, propaganda, 
rationing, refugee, Spitfire, United Nations, V-E Day, 

Winston Churchill 

Dinosaur Planet 
Dinosaur, discovery, extinction, fossil, Mary Anning, 

palaeontologist, remains, survival, trace 

Urban Pioneers 
Commemorate, generation, monument, national, pioneer, 

plaque, sculpture 

Revolution 
Charles Dickens, descendant, Emmeline Pankhurst, 

Florence Nightingale, footman, Industrial Revolution, 
invention, mill, mine, pick pocket, poverty, posser, 

Prime Minister, Prince Albert, Sir Robert Peel, slum, 
social reformer, suffragette, The Great Exhibition, 
Victorian, washboard, William Morris, workhouse 

Memory Box 
Artefact, calendar, diary, event, generation, memory, 

museum, new, old, relative 

I am Warrior 
Amphitheatre, aqueduct, barbarian, Britannia, Caledonia, cassis, 

Celts, centurion, chariot, Colosseum, emperor, forum, Gaul, 
gladiator, gladius, Hibernia, invader, invictus, lanista, Latin, 

legion, mosaic, pilum, pugio, empire, scutum, servus 

Off with her Head 
Allegation, annulment, banquet, beheading, 

Catholicism, Church of England, conspiracy, coronation, 
court, divorce, dynasty, execution, exile, heir, Henry’s 

‘Great Matter’, judgement, miniature, monarch, motive, 
offence, Ordinances of Eltham, patronage, plea, privy 

chamber, Protestantism, rebellion, reign, riddle, 
sentence, succession, treason, trial, trinket, Tudor 

 1066 
Anglo-Saxon, armour, bailey, baron, barracks, Bayeux Tapestry, 

calligraphy, civil war, commission, compound, conflict, 
conqueror, coronation, Domesday book, forge, hierarchy, 
invasion, keep, kingdom, knight, moat, monarchy, motte, 

Norman, opponent, oppression, palisade, primogeniture, re-
enactment, reconstruction, resolution, serf, siege, squire, 

succession, tabard, villain, wattle and daub, Witan 

Hola Mexico 
Ancient, civilisation, Day of the Dead, Marachi band, 
Maya deity, Maya glyphs, Maya stelae, Maya temple 

Traders and Raiders 
Angle, Anglo-Saxon, artefact, Arthurian, battleaxe, Britannia, 
chieftain, conquer, Dark Ages, defend, Germanic, indigenous, 

invader, Jute, kingdom, legend, longhouse, Middle Ages, Offa’s 
Dyke, plunder, raiders, Roman Empire, runestone, Saxon, seax, 

skaid, territory, thegn’s great hall, traders, Viking 

Pharaohs 
Afterlife, amulet, apprentice, Book of the Dead, canopic 
jar, cartouche, curse, Egyptologist, embalmer, eternal 

life, hieroglyphics, mummification, natron, nemes, 
ointment, pharaoh, pyramid, ritual, River Nile, Rosetta 

stone, sarcophagus, sphinx, tomb, Tutankhamun, 
underworld, Valley of the Kings, wedjat 

 


